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answer  my  prayers  because  the  things 
I  wanted  were  so  right.  Had  I  not 
been  a  Christian  I  am  sure  that  I 
would  have  committed  suicide.  One 
day  I  sat  in  my  armchair  by  the  win¬ 
dow  and  sought  a  way  of  escape;  all 
avenues  were  closed  and  I  knew  1 
could  not  bear  to  live  on.  Then  I  died. 
I  said,  “Lord,  I  am  dead  and  my  life 
is  completely  in  your  hands.”  At  that 
moment  there  came  over  me  a  peace 
like  the  flow  of  warm  oil  and  I  fell 
asleep.  When  I  awoke  the  peace  was 
still  with  me  and  nerves  that  had  been 
frayed  and  tense  were  now  calm. 

Ik  Within  a  week  doors  began  opening 

^  '  which  had  stubbornly  resisted  all  my 

orts.  The  Lord  had  before 

ip  open  door.  I  yielded  to  his  call 

and  in  a  very  short  time  was  preach- 

i?f  in  a  near-by  town.  While  serv- 

this  church  at  Wellington,  Colo- 
OME  time  ago,  in  a  small  town  Dr  Dana  made  a  scholarship 
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near  Kansas  City,  my  w,f»  came  ™!lable  to  me  at  the  Central  B 

upon  the  announcement  of  the  tist  Seminary  in  Kansas  Ci  Kan 
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rvices  for  the  Baptist  Church  which 
Ited  that  the  pulpit  would  be  sup- 
2d  by  the  Rev.  Ralph  N.  Plummer 
iKansas  City,  Missouri,  and  conclud- 
“Come  hear  this  man  preach  and 
In  thank  God  you  are  not  like  him.” 
Im  sure  that  the  pastor  would  not 
Isciously  class  me  with  the  publi- 
of  the  Pharisee’s  prayer  but  his 
of  horror  of  blindness  had  caused 
to  magnify  this  handicap  far  he¬ 
ld  the  facts. 

lost  my  eyesight  in  1933.  As  soon 
faced  the  possibility  of  permanent 
Idness,  this  question  thrust  itself 
|n  me,  “What  can  I  do  that  is  re¬ 
useful?”  All  I  had  ever  seen 
|d  people  do  for  a  living  was  at 
glorified  charity  and  my  soul  sim- 
i  rebelled.  I  wanted  to  justify  my 
Itence.  After  days  of  hard  but 
|tless  thought  I  began  to  reflect, 
iat  have  I  ever  done  to  render 
finely  useful  service?”  Then  I 
[ized  that  I  had  never  rendered  the 
possible  service  in  my  life  for  I 
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sas.  After  a  year  in  the  training 
school  there  I  entered  the  William  Jew¬ 
ell  College  at  Liberty,  Missouri,  where 
I  made  a  straight  “A”  average  and 
graduated  in  1945  with  the  A.  B.  de¬ 
gree.  I  then  entered  the  Divinity 
School  of  Central  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  where  I  served,  in  my  sen¬ 
ior  year,  as  president  of  the  student 
body  and  graduated  with  the  Th.  M. 
degree  in  1948  at  the  head  of  my  class 
in  scholarship.  I  am  at  the  present 
time  working  on  my  doctorate  and  be¬ 
ing  an  assistant  to  the  professor  of 
systematic  theology  at  Central  Semi¬ 
nary.  My  wife  has  taken  the  same 
subjects  as  I  and  reads  aloud  and  keeps 
the  notebooks.  At  the  present  she  is 
not  enrolled  in  the  graduate  school 
but  some  day  we  hope  to  take  work  at 
a  university  where  she  may  obtain  a 
master’s  degree  in  languages.  This  lan¬ 
guage  aptitude  on  her  part  is  conven¬ 
ient  as  she  can  read  to  me  in  German 
or  Greek  and  we  hope  to  add  French 
and  Latin  to  the  list.  I  believe  that 
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rence  is  of  universal  and  permanent 
moment  to  men  ?  A  familiarity  with 
Toynbee  offers  many  illustrations  of 
this  recurrence,  and  improves  one’s 
facility  in  treating  the  great  problems 
of  mankind  today.  In  listening  to  a 
preacher  men  like  to  feel  that  he  knows 
man:  his  nature,  his  proclivities,  his 
weaknesses,  his  points  of  power,  the 
recurring  pit-falls  into  which  he  stum¬ 
bles,  and  his  spiritual  resources;  in 
particular,  his  reliance  on  the  treasures 
which  are  in  Christ.  As  one  volume  of 
such  knowledge  A  Study  of  History 
could  hardly  be  surpassed. 

II.  Toynbee  supplies  the  preacher 
with  striking  illustrations  for  sermons. 
In  presenting  the'  challenge  of  the 
environment  he  has^  paragraph  after 
paragraph  of  fascinating  stories  to 
illustrate  the  stimulus  of  hard  coun¬ 
tries,  of  neW  ground,  of  blows,  and  of 
pressures:  how  it  was  on  the  treacher¬ 
ous  Yellow  River  and  not  on  the  more 
tractable  and  navigable  Yangste  that 
the  Sinic  Civilization  came  to  birth;, 
how  the  Athenians  achieved  greatness 
because  of  the  initial  poverty  of  their 
lands  by  means  of  olive-cultivation 
and  the  exploitation  of  the  sub-soil, 
creating  potteries  and  using  their 
quarries  as  an  incentive  to  their  mar¬ 
vellous  sculpture.  His  allusions  to| 
Phoenicians  and  the  reason  for  their 
superiority  to  their  neighbors  the  Phili¬ 
stines;  and  then  his  explanation  of  the 
spiritual  discovery  of  monotheism/  a 
far  greater  feat  than  the  physical  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  Atlantic  by  the  Phoeni¬ 
cians,  by  the  dwellers  in  the  hill- 
country  of  Ephraim  and  Judah,  who 
lived  in  a  more  formidable  environ¬ 
ment  than  the  Phoenicians:  what  a 
fertile  field  of  illustrations  for  the 
alert  preacher  who  knows  the  forceful 
appeal  which  apt  and  cardinal  histori¬ 
cal  references  make  to  a  congregation 
if  used  in  a  skillful  attempt  to  eluci¬ 
date  a  timely  truth  from  the  Bible. 

Illustrations  for  sermons  on  new 
ventures  in  life,  deep  disappointments, 
sudden  sorrows,  prolonged  hardships, 
the  trials  of  faith  and  hope:  they 
abound  in  rich  variety  in  Toynbee,  and 
if  used  would  invest  a  sermon  with 
larger  dimensions  of  thought,  applica¬ 
tion,  and  authority.  They  would  be  a 
welcome  contrast  to  the  all-too-common 
anecdote  or  trivial,  passing  incident 
gleaned  from  a  newspaper  or  a  maga¬ 
zine  or  a  book  of  easy  reference  for 
the  preacher  who  is  willing  to  follow 
the  line  of  least  resistance  in  his  homi¬ 
letics.  Illustrations  should  seem  to 
grow  naturally  out  of  a  sermonic 
theme,  or  at  least  have  some  kinship 
with  it,  and  Toynbee’s  thought  is 
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for  timely  sermons.  Take,  for  instai^B 
his  observations  on  race,  with 
ticular  reference  to  the  Ameri^H 
Negro;  his  enthusiastic  appraisal ■/ 

the  unique  contribution  of  the  NeH 
to  our  culture  through  his  spiriti^H 
and  his  religious  sensibilities:  J 
could  read  that  and  not  be  stirred^B 
deeper  inflection  on  how  to  relax  the 
racial  tensions  of  our  day  ?  FrB 
timely,  authoritative,  objective  and 
partial  thought  on  a  people  who 
of  immense  economic  significance 
whose  future  should  be  of  growing  (^H 
cern  not  only  to  Washington  but 
to  Zion. 

Or,  take  the  problem  of  our  mo^B 
technics  in  relation  to  human  val^^B 
always  a  timely  subject  for  a  feetf* 
mon,  to  promote  a  more  spiritual^* 
humane  conception  of  man:  Toy^B 
will  stimulate  a  preacher  to  lflc 
r,r,wpi-fnl  and  enlightened  nres^Hi 
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